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House for 1 minute and to revise and
extend his remarks.)

Mr. BURTON of Indiana. Mr. Speak-
er, we're not supposed to talk to the
American people here. We’re supposed
to address our colleagues, so I will not
talk to the American people. But if I
could, I would say to them they ought
to be very concerned about their con-
stitutional liberties because they’re
being challenged and some of them
may be done away with very quickly.

People who are members of compa-
nies, who work for companies, are
going to be forced to do an open vote
on whether or not they want to join a
union if the Card Check Bill comes and
passes this body or is passed by the ad-
ministration through regulation. And
this is something that would take
away the right of these people to have
a secret ballot on whether or not they
want to join the union. That, in my
opinion, is a violation of the first
amendment.

And then also we have what’s called
the Fairness Doctrine they’re going to
try to pass, which would kill talk
radio. The liberals in this body and the
other body want to stop people like
Rush Limbaugh and Sean Hannity
from talking about the issues that face
the American people because they’re
conservatives and they’re making their
points to the American people and the
American people listen to them. They
don’t listen to the liberals, and so
they’re going to try to shut them up
with the Fairness Doctrine. That’s un-
constitutional, and we should do every-
thing we can to stop it.

———

DOVER POLICY

(Mr. HUNTER asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. HUNTER. Mr. Speaker, I had the
privilege last night to meet with
Angelia Phillips. Her son, Specialist
Michael Phillips, was killed in Iraq on
February 24, 2008, with the 1st of the
502nd, 101st Airborne. She was ada-
mant, Mr. Speaker, when she was talk-
ing about the Dover Policy. That’s the
policy that we have right now that
does not allow the media to take pic-
tures of our soldiers, marines, sailors
and airmen coming home from Iraq and
Afghanistan. She said that that return
of her son, Specialist Phillips, his re-
turning to America, that was him com-
ing home and to her, that was more im-
portant than the actual funeral be-
cause that was finally her son coming
home to his country that he loved so
much and that he gave his life for.

The Dover Policy is good policy. The
American public does not need to see
the flag-draped coffins of those who
carry the burden of freedom for this
country. It’s up to that family because
that’s a special solemn moment, Mr.
Speaker. The Dover Policy is good pol-
icy. We should not reverse it.
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THE APPROACHING FINANCIAL
HURRICANE

(Mr. CULBERSON asked and was
given permission to address the House
for 1 minute and to revise and extend
his remarks.)

Mr. CULBERSON. Mr. Speaker, the
American people need to know that
this Congress in less time has spent
more money than any Congress in his-
tory. At a time in American history
when we are at war worldwide with ter-
rorists, at a time when we face finan-
cial crisis of unprecedented proportion,
we, as Members of Congress, have a
very special duty to protect the Treas-
ury of the United States, to be careful,
thoughtful and deliberative and an
open process.

And I want to thank my colleague,
Congresswoman MARCY KAPTUR of
Ohio. She’s exactly right. We need to
follow the committee process, absolute
transparency, an opportunity to offer
amendments, an opportunity for public
hearings. Let the public see what bills
we are considering.

The stimulus, $800 billion, was only
filed on the Internet 13 hours before
the vote. And this Congress, in 21 days,
has increased the annual budget of the
United States by 110 percent, counting
the President’s budget today.

Congressman FRANK WOLF is going to
speak for b minutes in just a minute.
We must address the approaching fi-
nancial hurricane. Congressman
WOLF’s commission deserves the atten-
tion of this Congress in a careful,
thoughtful and deliberative way. Let
the sun shine in, Mr. Speaker.

———
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ADMINISTRATION SHOULD LISTEN
TO THOSE WHO SERVE IN THE
ARMED FORCES

(Mr. WOLF asked and was given per-
mission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. WOLF. I just want the Members
to know that the son of former Con-
gressman Duncan Hunter, now cur-
rently Congressman DUNCAN HUNTER
who just spoke here about the flag
drape policy with regard to our fallen
soldiers who return to Dover Air Force
Base, served in Iraq in combat and
served in Afghanistan in combat. I
think that the Obama administration
ought to listen to people who serve.

———

A NEW ERA OF RESPONSIBILITY—
MESSAGE FROM THE PRESIDENT
OF THE UNITED STATES (H. DOC.
NO. 111-19)

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr.
KisseELL) laid before the House the fol-
lowing message from the President of
the United States; which was read and,
without objection, referred to the Com-
mittee on Appropriations and ordered
to be printed:

Throughout America’s history, there
have been some years that appeared to
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roll into the next without much notice
or fanfare. Budgets are proposed that
offer some new programs or eliminate
an initiative, but by and large con-
tinuity reigns.

Then there are the years that come
along once in a generation, when we
look at where the country has been and
recognize that we need a break from a
troubled past, that the problems we
face demand that we begin charting a
new path. This is one of those years.

We start 2009 in the midst of a crisis
unlike any we have seen in our life-
times. Our economy is in a deep reces-
sion that threatens to be deeper and
longer than any since the Great De-
pression. More than three and a half
million jobs were lost over the past 13
months, more jobs than at any time
since World War II. In addition, an-
other 8.8 million Americans who want
and need full-time work have had to
settle for part-time jobs. Manufac-
turing employment has hit a 60-year
low. Our capital markets are virtually
frozen, making it difficult for busi-
nesses to grow and for families to bor-
row money to afford a home, car, or
college education for their kids. Many
families cannot pay their bills or their
mortgage payments. Trillions of dol-
lars of wealth have been wiped out,
leaving many workers with little or
nothing as they approach retirement.
And millions of Americans are unsure
about the future—if their job will be
there tomorrow, if their children will
be able to go to college, and if their
grandchildren will be able to realize
the full promise of America.

This crisis is neither the result of a
normal turn of the business cycle nor
an accident of history. We arrived at
this point as a result of an era of pro-
found irresponsibility that engulfed
both private and public institutions
from some of our largest companies’
executive suites to the seats of power
in Washington, D.C. For decades, too
many on Wall Street threw caution to
the wind, chased profits with blind op-
timism and little regard for serious
risks—and with even less regard for the
public good. Lenders made loans with-
out concern for whether borrowers
could repay them. Inadequately in-
formed of the risks and overwhelmed
by fine print, many borrowers took on
debt they could not really afford. And
those in authority turned a blind eye
to this risk-taking; they forgot that
markets work best when there is trans-
parency and accountability and when
the rules of the road are both fair and
vigorously enforced. For years, a lack
of transparency created a situation in
which serious economic dangers were
visible to all too few.

This irresponsibility precipitated the
interlocking housing and financial cri-
ses that triggered this recession. But
the roots of the problems we face run
deeper. Government has failed to fully
confront the deep, systemic problems
that year after year have only become
a larger and larger drag on our econ-
omy. From the rising costs of health
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